
The year is 1912. A great misunderstanding arose between the pastor, the
deacons and members of the Fountain Baptist Church, located at 31st and O
Streets. Several attempts were made to settle this dispute but proved to be
unsuccessful. The St. Luke Hall on N. 26th Street was rented. 200 members began
worshipping there.  The members at the original Fountain Baptist Church were
unable to meet the notes on the church and it was put up for sale.  The
members at the St. Luke Hall purchased it for $6,000.00.  Deacon and Mrs. W.H,
Hewlett helped secure the property by mortgaging their Church Hill home.  The
St. Luke group took the name 31st Street Baptist Church, and were organized by
the Rev. R.O. Johnson, pastor emeritus of Moore Street Church.

The deed between the Old Dominion Trust Company, Incorporated, and
Trustees of the congregation of The 31st Street Baptist Church, Colored of
Richmond, Va. was made on March 20, 1915. In 1916, the newly organized 31st

Street Baptist Church called its first pastor, the Rev. Robert C. Williams.  The
second pastor, Rev. Simon P. Robinson was called in 1918.

In 1929, Rev. I.H. Hines was called to the pastorate and the membership
increased from 500 to 900. Rev. Hines was considered a master organizer and
church administrator who gave all his members a feeling of belonging by
establishing various auxiliaries in the church.  He passed on June 7, 1961.

Rev. W.M. Davis was installed as our fourth pastor on November 19, 1962.  On
November 16, 1966, our church edifice was destroyed by fire.  The congregation
immediately began holding worship services in the auditorium of George Mason
Elementary School. Weekly prayer meetings were held in members’ homes.
Ground was broken for our present structure in March 1968 and in May 1969 the
congregation marched from the school into our new edifice.  On May 19, 1980
we held our mortgage burning ceremony. Rev. Davis served the congregation
until November 1981.

Rev. Darrel Rollins was installed as the fifth senior pastor on November 28, 1982.
His focus was leading the congregation from membership to discipleship
through preaching and teaching. Church membership grew tremendously.
Operating under the theme, “Combining Relevance with Reverence, the
church continued to witness to the wider community through outreach
ministries. With the vision of securing additional space for ministry, our church
purchased adjoining lots in the 800 block of N. 32nd Street.

On June 5, 2007, Dr. Rollins went to be with the Lord. His death left a tremendous
void in leadership in our church, and the wider community.  Dr. Morris
Henderson, our assistant pastor, was called to serve as our acting pastor. On
December 17, 2007, the church elected Dr. Henderson to serve as our sixth
senior pastor. He expanded our former theme to “Promoting Education, Arts,



Culture, and the Environment by Combining Relevance with Reverence.”  Under
his vision, a community garden was established on the 32nd Street property.

The 100th Anniversary of our church was celebrated on Sunday, November 22,
2015 under the theme: “A Century of Service: Honoring Our Past, Celebrating
Our Today, and Visioning Our Future.”

On July 30, 2018, the Rev. Dr. Alvin Campbell, our Associate Pastor, was elected
by the congregation to serve as our interim pastor.

On March 2, 2020, the 31st St. congregation voted overwhelmingly to extend the
call to Dr. Joshua L. Mitchell to serve as the church’s senior pastor.

Sunday, March 15, 2020, would mark the date for the last full in-person worship
service to be held in our sanctuary before 31st St. and other churches would
begin suspending in-person services due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. Dr.
Mitchell would prove to be instrumental in leading 31st St. in our transition and
rapid adjustments from in-person worship and other campus activities to the use
of virtual platforms.  A Medical Advisory Team was formed to keep abreast of
federal, state, and local mandates.

On Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020, Dr. Mitchell formally ascended to the 31st St.
pulpit to lead worship and preach as pastor elect. This sermon would have to be
delivered in a mostly empty sanctuary. Church conferences, weekly church
school, youth activities, special early morning meditation small group sessions,
revivals, homecoming and Vacation Bible School would continue through use of
virtual technology. Weekly virtual noon time intercessory prayer sessions were
implemented by Pastor Mitchell.

On Sunday, August 30, 2020, Dr. Mitchell was installed as the seventh senior
pastor of 31st St. Baptist Church. The pastoral installation weekend consisted of
two hybrid services with limited in-person socially distanced worship. Live
streaming was available.

A Phase 1 re-entry plan inclusive of gradual in-person worship was initiated
during the summer of 2021. In the latter part of the summer, Phase II was
initiated. The campus was re-opened for limited socially distanced corporate
worship only.

The 31st St. congregation set as part of its mission statement “moving from
membership to discipleship”. The year 2021 began as a “Year of
Re-Imagination”.

Through Dr. Mitchell’s leadership, 31st Street is striving to continue laying a
foundation for a church that exhibits dynamic leadership and discipleship;



growth as believers and students of Jesus Christ who are committed to bible
study and other Christian education opportunities; faithful stewardship with
leaders encouraged to lead the way; radical generosity through being a
blessing to those within the congregation and to those outside the walls of 31st.;
intergenerational engagement, through seeing every age group represented in
worship; exceptional hospitality; community investment; justice advocacy and
loving community; and prioritized Sabbath (being intentional about making time
for rest).

As we remember and honor the past, celebrate the present and share hope for
the future, we thank God for this place. We are thankful for saints who have
gone before us and who have encouraged us by their perseverance and
faithfulness.


